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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/18/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-16 are objected to because of the following informalities: providing a buyers 
reserve price. . ." should be "providing a buyer's reserve price". Similarly providing a sellers 
reserve price. . ." should be "providing a seller's reserve price". Some of the other claims have 
similar errors. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the "rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A. person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by Lupien et al (US 
5689652). 

With regards to Claims 1 and 13, Lupien teaches a method and system for optimizing 
prices at which products are sold in an automated marketplace, comprising the steps of: 
generating a matrix of all possible buyers and sellers for a product; for each buyer, providing a 
buyer reserve price corresponding to a maximum purchase price (col. 6, lines 23-29); for each 
seller, providing a sellers reserve price corresponding to a minimum sales price (see col. 5, line 
66 through col. 6, line 4; Col. 11, lines 55-65;Col. 12, lines 1-14); calculating a utility value for 
each pairing of buyers and sellers; selecting a unique pairing of buyers and sellers that 
maximizes total utility (Fig. 8 RN {108}, col. 10, line 54-col. 11, line 18); calculating a buyer 
optimal allocation of the total utility for all buyers and sellers in a stable manner; calculating a 
seller optimal allocation of the total utility for all buyers and sellers in a stable manner (see Col 
6, lines 1 1-38, col. 9, lines 20-30, Fig. 8 RN{108}); and for each pair in the unique pairing, 
selecting a transaction price that allocates the utility between that seller and that buyer (see Col. 
4, lines 10-27) 

With regards to Claim 2, Lupein teaches the step of providing the buyers reserve price for 
each buyer comprising the step of: for each buyer, providing the buyers reserve price 
corresponding to a maximum purchase price, wherein at least one buyer limits the sellers to 
which the buyer agrees to be matched to a subset less than all possible sellers (see Col. 6, lines 
23-29; Col. 9, lines 31-40). 
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With regards to Claims 4, Lupein teaches the step of providing the sellers reserve price 
for each seller comprising the step of: for each buyer, providing the sellers reserve price 
corresponding to a minimum sales price, wherein at least one seller limits the buyers to which 
the seller agrees to be matched to a subset less than all possible sellers (see Col. 5, lines 65+; 
Col. 9, lines 31-40). 

With regards to Claims 3 and 14, Lupein teaches that each buyer sets the buyers reserve 
price for each possible seller with whom that buyer agrees to be matched, and wherein the buyers 
reserve price can be different for each such seller (see Col. 6, lines 23-29). 

With regards to Claims 5 and 15, Lupein teaches that each seller sets a particular sellers 
reserve price for each possible buyer with whom that seller agrees to be matched, and wherein 
the particular sellers reserve price can be different for each such buyer (see Col. 5, lines 65+). 

With regards to claims 6 and 16, Lupein teaches the steps wherein the utility value 
calculated for each pairing of a buyer and a seller is a difference between that buyers reserve 
price and that sellers reserve price (see Col. 6, lines 23-29). 

With regards to Claims 7-10, Lupien teaches the step of selecting a transaction price 
comprises the steps of: providing a proportion value between 0 and 1 ; and selecting a transaction 
price which is proportional to a difference between the optimized seller utility and the optimized 
buyer utility equal to the proportion value (see Col. 5, lines 61+; Col. 6, lines 23-29). 

With regards to Claim 1 1 , Lupien teaches the step of conducting product transactions at 
the selected transaction prices (see Col. 4, lines 10-27). 
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With regards to Claim 12, Lupien teaches that the buyers and sellers provide their 
respective reserve prices by communicating them to a central marketplace server (see Col. 4, 
lines 6-9). 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1/1 8/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant states that Lupien fails to teach actual minimum sales price and 
maximum purchase price. The Examiner disagrees. Lupien discloses this step in col. 5, lines 65- 
col. 6, line 1 "but under no circumstances is willing to sell any quantity at $70.25". (this 
corresponds to seller's minimum sales price). Similarly, in col. 6, lines 22-24, "but under no 
circumstances is willing to buy any quantity at $24" (this corresponds to buyer's maximum 
purchase price). 

Also, applicant states that Lupien fails to teach "calculating a utility value for each pair", 
"selecting a unique pairing of buyers and sellers that maximizes total utility" and "selecting a 
transaction price that allocates the utility between the seller and the buyer". Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. Fig. 8 RN {108} of Lupien depicts "calculate all mutual satisfaction 
cross products". Also see col. 10, line 54-col. 11, line 18. The mutual satisfaction cross product 
disclosed in Lupien is a function of quantity and price. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Olabode Akintola whose telephone number is 571-272-3629. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM -5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 



information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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